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death of the religious. Manggalipata said, cc 0 king, had
you, when you despatched the officer, the intention of
having any refractory Rahaii put to death? " " No," re-
plied the king. ci Since you gave no such order to your
officer, and you had no intention that any disobedience to
your orders should be visited with capital punishment,
the murder of the religious can in no way be imputed
unto you, because intention is the thing that makes actions
good or bad, and entails merits or sin on the perpetrator."
Athoka recovered at once Ids peace and tranquillity of
mind. Meanwhile he entreated the venerable Mauggali-
pata to labour for the extinction of schism and the ex-
altation of religion.

Seven days after the arrival of the great religious,,a vast
hall was erected in the grove where Mauggalipatawas living.
At the end of it a fine pavilion made of cloth of various
and bright colours was prepared for the accommodation of
the monarch. Each religious had then to be examined
separately in the presence of Mauggalipata on the doc-
trines and practices he held as genuine and good. Those
whose doctrines and observances were found to be at
variance with the Pitagat were expelled from the assembly,
stripped of the canonical robe, and compelled to resume
the white dress, that is to say, the one befitting the
pounhas. The presence of the king silenced all murmurs,
and rendered any attempt at resistance impossible. In
this manner the orthodox Eahans were separated from the
heterodox ones.

To heal the wounds inflicted on religion by schism, to
restore purity of doctrine, and confirm the genuineness of
the canon of scriptures, such, as had been done by Kathaba
in the first council, and by Ratlia in the second one,
Mauggalipata, with the concurrence of the pious Damma-
thoka, resolved to hold a third council. From the Eahans
then present at Palibotra he selected a thousand, and with
them he regulated the Pitagat. The council was opened
in the year 235, and ended in 236 = to 307 B.C. It was